TIGHT FINISH AT BEAULIEU
Five Bosham SC cruisers came to the start line at West Pole for the annual race to Beaulieu for the Maimuna Cup.  The dire weather of the previous weekend had necessitated a postponement but fortunately not a cancellation as the opportunity arose to rerun the race this past weekend. The original entry of nine yachts (plus another three cruising to the post race rally) was almost halved but that did not prevent a challenging and ultimately exciting race against the tide in generally light conditions with an oscillating northwest to west wind.

Flags were lowered on the committee boat “ Domaine “ at 1135 and Mike and Jill Cook’s “Peggy”  took an early lead.  A backing wind forced the fleet into having to tack for the forts and a dead beat to windward ensued in the Solent. Keeping out of the tide was a necessity but the course set to leave the North Sturbridge buoy to port and to sail between the Prince Consort buoy off Cowes and the South Bramble buoy (still looking forlorn after a yacht collided with it at the start of the Round the Island race) pushed the fleet out into the tideway at times (and doubtless a few muttered curses of the OOD ! )

Domaine also sailed the course and moored up at Bucklers Hard in time to greet the finishers.  Not surprisingly, elapsed times were more than five hours. Bob Marchant’s Beneteau 331 “Palomino” and Nick & Jen Record’s Sun 2000 “ Philosophy” finished at the Lepe Spit buoy just east of the Beaulieu River entrance within seconds of each other but both claimed not to have seen the other due to their concentration in getting across the line !

However, the greater surprise was still to come when the results were computed and the winner on corrected time was Jonathan & Jill Barker’s Southerly 110 “ Flying Cloud” over “Peggy” by a mere 18 seconds on handicap – not much after five hours of racing !  

“Philosophy” took a creditable 3rd place and collected a box of chocolates from Commodore Ron Hastie who had arrived early in “Late Arrival” having wisely decided at the forts that it was time as a single hander to motor to the finish.  More alcoholic prizes were presented by the Commodore to the first and second places.

After the dockside party alongside “Domaine”, the assembled crews proceeded to the BBQ area for the traditional cook up in what could almost have passed for summer weather.
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